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On Monday, February 5, the
MichiVan vanpool program 
delivered its 200th operating 
commuter van in Michigan.

The program has been growing
steadily since 1980, when the
Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT) first 
partnered with VPSI to offer
MichiVan commuter vanpools
throughout the state.

Tom McLaren, the primary
driver of the vanpool, received the
keys to his new vehicle at the Warren
City Hall in Warren, Michigan.

The event featured guest
speakers, such as Warren City
Mayor Mark A. Steenbergh; Jackie
Shinn, MDOT’s Chief Deputy
Director; Lieutenant Colonel Kevin
Austin, Commander, United States
Army Garrison – Detroit Arsenal;
and Larry Swart, Manager of the
MichiVan vanpool program.

"Today, in our 21st century
world of fluctuating gasoline prices,
busy highways and costly parking,

it's good to know there are cost
effective alternatives for commuters,"
said Ms. Shinn. "The 1,600 people
served by commuter vans each
day means there are fewer vehicles
on Michigan roads and highways.
This is good for the environment
and reduces emissions in the air
we breathe."

Tom McLaren, Primary Driver of the Vanpool

From left to right: Jennifer Cohu (MichiVan),
Jackie Shinn (MDOT) and Larry Swart (MichiVan)

Jackie Shinn, MDOT’s Chief Deputy Director



New Northrop Grumman Vanpool Program Services 23 Workers

Commuting to work at Northrop
Grumman Ship Systems in
Pascagoula, Mississippi is easier
and cheaper for 23 workers, now
that Coast Transit Authority started
its new Coast Commuter van service
at the state's largest private
employer. It's the start of what the
agency hopes is an expanded role for
transit following Hurricane Katrina.

"We're developing a work
transportation program for the tri-
county area, but we're just working
with Northrop Grumman because
they are the major employer and
they contacted us first," CTA
Executive Director Kevin Coggin
said. "We're working with them to
get the vanpool program up and
going, trying to work the bugs out
with them."

CTA has had to rethink its
operations and has gotten an infusion

of money and ideas to do so.
There's a regional transit master plan
in the works to address the future.

The agency has also focused a
lot of its efforts upon work force
transportation. Katrina scattered
many workers to different areas of
the Coast and beyond. It also
brought in many new workers,
some of whom need to travel
much farther to get to housing.

Vanpools form one aspect of
CTA's new approach to business.
They are also working on carpool
matching services and will be
working with large employers
along their fixed-route bus system
to see if they can better serve 
those customers.
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The Northrop Grumman 
vanpool program started with two
15-passenger vans, one serving 10
people commuting from Theodore,
Alabama, the other carrying 13
originating from Pensacola, Florida.

“This transportation program
will be extremely beneficial to
Northrop Grumman employees -
from cost savings associated with
commuting to and from work
everyday, to dependable, comfortable
transportation and convenient,
reserved parking," Vice President
Ann Fortenberry said. "With 
transportation challenges addressed,
it will support Northrop
Grumman's efforts to stabilize
daily workforce attendance."

CTA is subsidizing the VPSI
managed vanpools.

Northrop Grumman is very
grateful for the diligent efforts and
commitment from Coast Transit
Authority and VPSI in helping
make this commuter assistance
program available to employees.
VPSI has been instrumental in
working out the routes and van
pools directly with our employees
and guiding us on the details for
making the program a success.

From left to right: VPSI’s Steve Wright, Vice
President - Field Operations; Jeff Henning,
President and CEO; and Katy Schmitt, Manager -
Gulfport Office

Katy Schmitt presents the van to one of the new Northrop Grumman 
vanpool groups

This year, VPSI is celebrating
it’s 30th anniversary of offering
affordable, comfortable and 
convenient commuter vanpools.

From our humble beginnings
as the Chrysler Employee Vanpool
Program and becoming an incorpor-
ated subsidiary in 1977, we have
grown to be the world’s largest

vanpool services provider. VPSI
currently maintains a fleet of more
than 4,000 vehicles and has offices
in over 30 US and European cities.

Be on the lookout for special
offers, announcements and promo-
tions, throughout 2007, celebrating
30 years of commuter vanpooling.

VPSI Celebrates 30th Anniversary
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VPSI’s Anchorage Office Offers Innovative New Car Wash Service

Van number 25043 in Anchorage,
Alaska has been commuting
together for around five years now.

Traveling the icy roads in
Alaska is not an easy job, but this
group has been together through
everything…well almost everything.
They recently experienced something
new as a group.

On Sunday, January 28th, the
vanpool coordinator went to bed
like he normally would. The next
morning he went outside to heat up
the van before the daily commute,
and low and behold, the van had
been licked clean!

The van was solid grime when
he went to bed the night before,
and woke up to an entirely new
kind of van washing experience. 

John took a picture of the 
“professional” cleaner that did such
a good job cleaning his van, and as
you can see, it was none other than
his friendly neighborhood moose. 

Moose are known to walk the
busy streets of downtown where
the group commutes to every day. 

Apparently, while everyone as
asleep, the moose licked the grime
off the van and only left behind
very little evidence the van was
ever dirty.

When asked what made their
group so successful, John said it is
because his riders are willing to do
whatever is best for the group.
Even when the temperatures drop
well below zero, the group still
manages to keep their schedule. 

“In a temperature when other
vans wait for late passengers, our
group consistently gets together
on time and gets to work on time.” 

That type of dependability is
why group 25043 has found success

in vanpooling. Now that even the
moose are willing to pull their own
weight this group is sure to continue
together for a long time to come.

First Prize Winner - Trina Brake
Trina Brake has been the coor-

dinator of vanpool #25797 since
October of 2006, after taking over
as coordinator of the vanpool from
Arthur Hicks. She lives in
Pennsylvania and has found that
commuter vanpooling, as an alter-
native form of travel to solo com-
muting, provides greater benefits. 

She meets that vanpool in
Hagerstown, MD and begins the
round trip daily commute to
South-West Washington DC and
the Department of Transportation.
Ms. Brake’s winning total in the
National Accounts Promotion was
$500.00 and she is currently in the
process of deciding on a prize.

VPSI’s National Account Store Promotion
Another First Prize Winner Announced!

More Winners to be Announced!
Even though the Grand Prize

and three of the First Prize win-
ners have claimed their prizes,
three additional First Prize
Winners are yet to be announced.
As the prizes are claimed, winners
will be featured in future issues of
the Commuter Chronicle.
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Welsh Firms Willing to Support
Some Road Charging

In a November 21, 2006 article
on the Welsh website icWales.co.uk,
Tomos Livingstone reports Welsh
business leaders are softening their
position on road charging, accord-
ing to a survey suggesting many
now accept the idea in principle.

The Government wants to
introduce national road-pricing by
2015, and is on the lookout for trial
areas. The idea has been discussed
for some time in Cardiff, although
the local authority has ruled it out
before 2008.

The survey found surprisingly
high levels of support for the prin-
ciple of road charging. It questioned
more than 100,000 businesses
around Britain and found support

for the principle of road charging
running at nearly 90%. Businesses
suggested that the existing road
network was at breaking point, with
84% claiming that congestion had
an adverse affect on their business.

Congestion has reached such a
level in the UK that the business
community is willing to support
some form of road pricing,
something that would have been
unthinkable just a short while ago.

Oh Deer!
Deer are more active in the

morning and evening hours all year
round but during limited daylight
hours they pose more of a danger
because neither the driver nor the
deer is as aware of each other.

Annually, about 1,500,000 auto
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accidents involve collisions with deer.
About 150 human fatalities result
from these accidents. More deer and
encroaching human populations
are factors that contribute to the
problem of vehicle-deer collisions.

What you can do: When you spot
a deer (assume there are more), slow
down, sound the horn with a long
honk and flash your headlights.

If a deer enters the path of
your vehicle, brake to a complete
stop away from the animal.

If you must hit a deer, it is
safer to hit it to kill it than it is to
cripple it. This is also less cruel
than crippling the animal.

Be safe, aware and keep buckled.

Andy Bawden is VPSI’s Manager of Safety
and Loss Prevention and is a National Safety
Council Certified Defensive Driving Trainer.

If you have a story idea 
you’d like to contribute, 

please e-mail us at 
commuterchronicle@vpsiinc.com


